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Introduction

Northern Ireland and Scotland have long established and well-documented links. Common Ulster surnames such as Hamilton, Douglas and Frazer demonstrate the strong historical influence that people who originally came from Scotland and their descendants have had in shaping society here. The burgeoning Ulster-Scots revival which is taking place in Northern Ireland is reflective also of a new consciousness of the closeness in relations and similarity in character of our two countries. 

The nature of our economic circumstances also makes the case for increased co-operation between the two countries. Problems afflicting the economic situation in Northern Ireland are common with Scotland. The decline of ship-building and textiles, lack of transportation infrastructure and underdeveloped tourism opportunities in some sectors are shared economic handicaps between the two countries. In such a context the case for increased co-operation between Scotland and Northern Ireland through the revised structures of the INTERREG programme is irrefutable.

The re-structuring of the programme to allow for more formalised co-operation between Scotland and Northern Ireland on an East-West basis is an exciting and long overdue development. Although both countries belong in the Union, there is in our view significantly more advantage to be reaped for the development of Northern Ireland’s economy from fostering strong east-west links as opposed to the emphasis that has been contained in the programme heretofore.

This paper is intended to highlight areas of the new INTERREG programme where co-operation and mutual aid can be developed to the shared advantage of the people of Scotland and Northern Ireland respectively.

Tourism

The potential for expanding the tourism sector between Scotland and Northern Ireland is great. We see the exploitation of this potential as being an essential feature of any future programme of co-operation between the two countries. The long-established linkages between Ulster and Scotland are a matter of historical fact. As the Ulster Scots Heritage Council and other similar bodies have documented repeatedly, we have much in common: the DUP wants to see that commonality and closeness turned to our mutual advantage.

Writing in 1796, the French Royalist émigré, de Latocnaye claimed “Belfast has almost entirely the look of a Scotch (sic) town and the character of its inhabitants has considerable resemblance to that of the people of Glasgow”. A century later Paschal Grousset commented Ulster is a neighbour to Scotland and belongs to the same geological, ethnological, commercial and religious system”. It is a matter of sadness therefore that while up until now central government has been pushing the North-South element of Interreg, the most natural and proper form of co-operation, namely on an east-west basis has been largely sidelined and ignored. 

The potential for tourism development between the two countries is therefore significant. There exist a number of key areas were we feel that this needs to be expanded:

1. Musical exchanges

Ulster has the highest number of pipe bands anywhere outside Scotland. The annual pipe bands contests throughout the province attract large crowds and have a significant following among the population as a whole. It is our opinion that more should be done to market these events to a Scottish audience and similar events in Scotland to an Ulster market. 

The realm of pipe band music is one which has been largely insulated from the problems associated with 35 years of violence in Northern Ireland. They represent events which both sides of the community in Ulster enjoy and participate in and should be seen as a major positive force in tourism development. Up until now this has not been the case.

2. Family Roots/Historical Exploration

Many people from Northern Ireland have strong family connections with Scotland and vice-versa. The exploration of these roots has the potential to represent a significant tourism asset if properly exploited in a future programme. One need only think of the massive influx of American visitors to the Republic of Ireland exploring their roots to see how this is the case. Between Scotland and Northern Ireland and jointly on an international level, there is huge tourism potential in opening up this type of activity to a greater degree. 

If one considers that at least 13 Presidents of the United States came from an Ulster-Scottish background one does not have to look very far for salient selling points to an international audience.
3. Natural Scenery

The scenery of Ulster’s North East coast is some of the most renowned in the United Kingdom. Similarly the rugged scenery of Western Scotland is extremely popular with cyclists and hikers: in order to develop the potential for tourism co-operation in the exploitation of this natural asset we support the development of the Antrim Coast Road touring route and its wider connections to Scotland. We are also in favour of the development of a National Cycle Network from Dumfries to the Antrim Coast Road via Larne.
4. Leisure Ports

An area of tourism potential that has not been exploited to full effect centre upon pleasure cruising/sailing. We have many areas in the North Coast of Ulster who would benefit from the provision of modern small-scale facilities which would enable the expansion of the particular sector. The most obvious example which springs to mind is that of Cushendall, a small rural community which could reap enormous benefit from the provision of facilities to enable the expansion of leisure tourism. Any future programme should address this as a matter of urgency.

Addressing the legacy of the conflict
The thirty-five year conflict in Northern Ireland has been the defining event of the Province’s recent history. As a result of the conflict and associated civil strife in the province many thousands of people, particularly from South West Ulster fled the province and went to live in Scotland. These émigrés are a unique group who we believe should be encouraged to return to their homeland. Any future Interreg programme of co-operation between the two countries should reflect this as a priority.

Grants should be made available for Ulster families living in exile to visit the Province, renew old acquaintances, and re-connect with former communities with an ultimate view to returning home. 
The righting of the historical wrong: whereby long-established families who had lived peaceably in Northern Ireland – some of them for hundreds of years, were forced, because of violence to leave, would represent a lasting and durable achievement of any programme of co-operation long after the programme funding had run its course.
Transport

Northern Ireland’s transport infrastructure is desperately under-developed. Over the course of the last thirty-five years we haven’t seen a single mile of new motorway built in the Province. A lasting legacy of Northern Ireland being unable to qualify for Cohesion Funding is found in the fact that the Republic of Ireland’s transport system has witnessed enormous qualitative changes in roads, rail, ports and airports, while the transport system in Northern Ireland has been the object of continued stagnation and decay.

Any Interreg programme of cooperation between our two countries should reflect the formulation of an integrated Scotland-Ulster transport strategy, aimed at improving the transport infrastructure in Western Scotland and the Province.

Priorities should include: the development and enhancement of the Ballycastle to Campbeltown ferry service in order to provide a more regular service and a viable financial enterprise, the enhancement of the Larne to Stranraer ferry service with necessary improvements to roll-on-roll-off berth in the port of Larne. The opening up of a greater number of cheap flight destinations in Scotland should also be encouraged as a means of encouraging tourism and promoting stronger business links.

If properly addressed, these priorities have the capacity to make transacting business, the development of tourism and the promotion of greater contact between our people an achievable realistic aim.

Conclusion
The Democratic Unionist Party welcomes the opportunities presented by the development of a programme of co-operation between Scotland and Northern Ireland. We believe that for too long government has encouraged un-natural north-south co-operation to the detriment of our most natural and positive area of co-operation and mutual benefit, namely on an east-west basis. We look forward to the development of an exciting east-west programme of co-operation between our two peoples and are grateful for the opportunity to help in shaping that programme.
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