HOW EU LAWS ARE MADE

Current legislative system:
The Commission produces all legislative proposals and drafts, the strategic direction having been set by Heads of Government in The European Council.

Either the consultative procedure or co-decision procedure is then applied.

Consultative:

Council decides but consults EP e.g. in agriculture, economic policy & taxation.

Council's decisions generally by qualified majority (the majority must represent 50% of EU countries and 62% of EU population).

Co-decision:

For most legislation, both Council & EP must each agree before new legislative instruments can be adopted and thus become EU law.

Commission submits proposal to both institutions, each produce their own opinion and review those of the other.  If agreement can't be reached between the EP and the Council a Conciliation Committee (consisting of equal numbers from EP & Council) convenes to try and agree a final text.

Co-decision procedure is used for most legislation e.g. internal market, employment and environment.

