VIEWS ON FUTURE OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Response from the
Democratic Unionist Party
27 May 2005

[image: image1]
DUP views on the future of Rural Development
The DUP welcome the opportunity to make known our views regarding the development and delivery of rural development policy in the future.  

There is little doubt that there have been major social and economic changes over the last 10 years and the pace of these changes is likely to increase in the future.  It is vital that there is a joined up approach with the development and delivery of rural development.  Future direction of rural development should be factored into policy decisions across Government.  

In the past European funding came from different sources, including structural funds (EAGGF, ERDF, ESF and FIFG) and Community initiatives (Leader, INTEREG, Urban and Equal), contributed to the pot of money which was spent in Rural Areas.  In the future, a combination of reduced funds coming from Europe and a new EU Rural Development Regulation will both put a greater focus on how and where Rural Development funds are being spent.  When developing new proposals for the development and delivery of rural policy, the Government must focus on where funding is originating from, who is benefiting from the Rural Development spend and is there value for money with the rural development spend.  The DUP believe that an economic, environmental social and community conditions all need to be considered when looking at the future direction of rural policy.  In order to effectively deliver in each of these areas the EU funding needs to be sufficiently supplemented with additional funds arising from the main stream public expenditure budget within Northern Ireland. 

The DUP believe that the delivery of Rural Development policy is currently very poor.  Many living and working within the rural community see little benefit from Rural Development.  The DUP also believe that there are too many delivery bodies and as a result money is being squandered on administration.  Thus the DUP support the streamlining of the number of delivery bodies.  Prior to the setting up of the new council structure, we support either Local Strategic Partnership groups or Leader (Local Action Groups) delivering Rural Development funds associated with rural generation and access to services.  In the short term, the ‘land’ measures directly associated with the agricultural community should continue to be delivered by DARD in a more affective manor.  When the review of public administration has been carried out, this position should be reviewed as there will be potential for this delivery to be carried out by the new council structure.  
With time, compulsory modulation will transfer funds from the first pillar of the CAP into the second pillar.  The DUP would like to see Pillar 2 funds to be used within the agricultural community to help farmers meet standards and for supporting farm competitiveness.  We believe that post CAP reform; there are certain advantages with this funding being delivered locally which was more difficult when support was more closely related to production.  
The DUP believe that there should be a separation of developing Rural Development Policy and the Delivery of Rural Development Policy with DARD continuing to develop policy.  There should however be a mechanism that will allow policy development to be influenced by those who are delivering the policy with the potential have regional flexibility.  The DUP see little merit in setting up a separate body for advising or monitoring how Rural Development is being spent providing there are correct linkages between policy development and delivery mechanisms.  
